THE MARQUISE FEELS HER WAY
Thursday (that rite which had once roused such a storm about
precedence among the ladies). Marie answered amiably that
the marquise would gain the merit of her offer without incur-
ring the trouble, as she already had the requisite number of
ladies. Then again Pompadour worried the Queen for per-
mission to assist in the collection in chapel on Easter Sun-
day___Expert though she was in all other niceties of conduct.

Pompadour could not be expected to understand these
scruples of a delicate conscience. However,, she seemed sin-
cerely devoted to Marie and later on, as de Croy notes, she
'had won over the royal family with many attentions and signs
of respect, and had tried to gain their confidence and was in
good odour with them, particularly with the Queen*. In fact,
at a supper at La Meutte when Pompadour had left the table
with bad migraine, one member of the royal family after
another went to enquire about her with 'assiduous attention'.
But that was much later and only at the end of a weary fight
under a shower of humiliations* In the meantime Pompadour
let it be known that it was owing to her that the King took a
greater interest in his children. Mesdames laughed and called

her 'Maman p------'. As for Marie, she had nothing more to

expect of life: Pompadour would be playing cards with her
ladies 'very gracefully and decorously' as the hour struck for
Pompadour to go to Louis, and when she asked for permission
to leave, Marie would say quite good-naturedly: 'Allez.5